Tournament Rules

1. Eligibility:

All teams and players must be properly registered and affiliated with their State or National Soccer Association.  All players must be born in the year of their age group or in a later year.  All team coaches or managers must carry and have present at each game the following;

· a team roster, which is certified by the club President, Registrar or designated officer.  No player may play on the field for a team unless they are rostered or are a valid guest player (see guest player rules below).

· player passes for each player on the roster or guest player.  Exception for U9 only where birth certificates can be used in place of player passes.

· Signed and notarized medical release forms for each player on the roster and guest player(s) used on the field during games.

· Signed and league validated guest player loan forms for any guest player(s) used on the field (maximum 3 guest players per team).

Failure to have all the proper paperwork at each game will result in removal from the tournament.

2. Uniforms:

Uniform shirts must be numbered and must coincide with the team roster.  In cases where the uniform colors conflict (in the judgment of the referee), the designated “HOME” team (listed first in the schedule) will change uniform colors.
3. Rostered Player

A player can only be rostered and participate on one team during the tournament regardless of US Club and LIJSL passes from different teams.

4. Duration Of Games:

All games with the exception of the U9, U10 and U11 divisions will consist of two, thirty minute halves with a five minute break between halves.  The U9, U10 and U11 divisions will play two, twenty-five minute halves with a five-minute break.  The referee is the official timekeeper.  There will be no stoppage of the clock unless for a serious injury.

5. Inclement Weather:

Coaches and players must appear on the field of play regardless of weather conditions.  Failure to appear will result in a forfeiture of the game.

a) Inclement Weather During A Game

Should a game’s progress be terminated due to weather conditions after twenty-five minutes of play, the game will be considered official and the score at that time will stand.

b) Inclement Weather Before The Game And The Game Is Not Canceled

In cases of severe weather conditions or impending severe weather conditions, the Tournament Director may reduce the length of the game by fifty percent.

c) Inclement Weather Before The Game And The Game Is Canceled

The Tournament Director can cancel or postpone a game.  Every attempt will be made to reschedule a game.  Any game that cannot be rescheduled will be considered a 1-1 tie.

5. Team Field Position:

All players and coaches will take position on one sideline, spectators on opposite sideline.

6. Protests:

There will be no protests.  The judgment of the referees cannot be contested.

7. Linesperson:

Unless provided for by the tournament personnel, each team is required to provide a linesperson for its side of the field.

8. Substitutions:

Substitutions may be made only at any throw in, at any goal kick, at any corner kick, after any goal, when your player is injured, or when an opposing player is injured and a substitution is made.  In all cases, the substitution is at the discretion of the referee.  A substituted player may re-enter the game.

9. Corner Kicks:

Corner kicks will be taken from the designated corner area.

10. Ball Size:

A size 5 ball will be used except for the U9 through U12 divisions, which use a size 4 ball.

11. Cards & Ejections:

Any player, coach or spectator receiving a red card will be ejected from the game and may not participate in the next scheduled game.  The team may not replace an ejected player on the field.

One yellow card indicates the player, coach or spectator is being cautioned for a serious infraction of the rules or of poor sportsmanship.  Any player receiving a yellow card must come off the field and be substituted back in at the proper time.

Two yellow cards to a player, coach or spectator in the same game will result in the same penalty as a red card.  The Tournament committee and its representatives further reserve the right to eject any player, coach or spectator from the tournament for flagrant violations of the rules of play.

12. Failure To Appear & Forfeits:

A team shall be allowed a five-minute grace period after the scheduled kick-off time before that game is awarded to their opponent.  A forfeit game shall be declared a   3-0 score.

13. U9 & U10 Division Rules:

All rules will follow the guidelines of USYSA, ENYYSA and LIJSL including field size (40 yds x 70 yds to 50 yds x 80 yds), field markings (8 yd radius, penalty area – 14 yds x 35 yds) goal size (6’ x 6 yds to 7’ x 7 yds), number of players on the field (8), and maximum number of players on a roster (15).

14. U11 Division Rules:

Same as above (for U9 & U10) with the following exceptions: Number of players on the field (9).

15. Awarding Points:

Points will be awarded on the results of each game according to the following protocols:

· Three points for a win.

· One point for a tie.

· Zero points for a loss.

· Cancelled games will be recorded as a 0-0 tie.

· Forfeited games will be recorded as a 3-0 loss.

Ranking is based on the sum of the points earned.

Points are not awarded for any cross-over games between brackets.

16. Tie Breaking:

If a tie should exist after the teams have been ranked, the following tie-breakers will be used, in this order:

1. Head-to-head competition (does not apply if three or more teams are tied).

2. Teams with the most wins in the bracket.

3. Bonus Points:  bonus points will be awarded to the winning teams for the difference between goals for and goals against in each game.  A team may be awarded a maximum of 3 bonus points per game.

4. Least number of goals scored against a team.

5. If the teams are still tied after the above tie breakers are calculated, penalty shots will be taken, first 5 on 5, then sudden death 1 on 1 as long as an equal number from each team have shots.

17. Trophies:

First, second and third place trophies will be awarded in each division.

18. Cancellation Of The Tournament:

· Cancellation prior to tournament weekend:  All entry fee money will be refunded less expenses incurred to date.

· Cancellation during tournament weekend:  No entry fee refunds can be made for cancellation of the tournament in whole or part due to conditions outside of the control of the hosting club, i.e. inclement weather.

19. General:

The tournament committee reserves the right to decide all matters pertaining to the tournament, including interpretation of the rules and regulations.  The Tournament will comply with all FIFA rules unless otherwise noted herewith.

20. Ref Slips (scores):

Each team must sign the ref slip with the score at the end of each game.  Please make sure you validate that the ref has the correct score and for the correct team.  The ref will keep the slip and deliver it to the field’s score pickup point at each field.
